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George Turner has given us, in his 'Nineteen Years in Polynesia' (1861), a valuable and elaborate account of the Samoan religion. That the natives of the Samoan Islands should ever have been stated to have no religion, shows only how little credit ought to be attached to general statements of the kind, when not founded on close and careful examination. The treachery and ferocity of the Solomon Islanders have prevented Europeans acquiring much acquaintance with their characters, but that they are not without religious beliefs is proved by their having idols, sometimes ten or more feet high, to which they make offerings of food. Gerland, one of the leading ethnologists of Germany, has shown that the inhabitants of the Caroline Islands are not destitute of religious conceptions. Jukes was but a short time in Damood Island, one of the Torres Islands, and Meinicke has described the religious beliefs prevalent in these islands. That "Duradawan, a sepoy, who lived some time with the Andaman Islanders, maintained that they had no religion/* by no means proves that they have none. A far more intelligent man, Father Mersenne, so well known as the friend of Descartes, spent most of his life in Paris, and yet affirmed that there were sixty thousand atheists in that city. Dr Mouatt had no intimate or lengthened intercourse with the Andaman Islanders. Sir J. Lubbock does